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“Work with me, Annie…” A boy listens to  a radio. The black FM station is playing tunes  not heard 
elsewhere. It is Texas, about 1952. Very few stations on the FM band then, so the boy’s father gives the 
portable radio to his son. Curled up in his bed, the boy listens and tries to understand the songs… 
Puberty. 
 
A book in the father’s library: “Figure Drawing  For All Its Worth”. The boy takes it to his room. The 
sensual female nudes arouse. The boy tries to understand. He draws copies of the pictures, hiding 
them. Later, they are discovered by the boy’s mother. Shame dispersed. The mother validates the 
drawings as works of art, asking  questions and suggesting ways to improve them. 
 
Art school. The first nude model is a beautiful  young woman, a first experience of feminine  
nakedness. The student tries to draw--and to  understand. 
 
It becomes a lifetime endeavor, a career, an  obsession. Drawings and understanding wound  
together. All questions go to the drawing pad. How does this machine work? What is the  essential 
character of this person’s face? What plants are in the rain forest? 
 
But there are more personal questions to ask the  drawings. Emotional ones. Questions about  
controversial issues. The questions are asked. The drawings respond; sometimes emphatically,  
sometimes cryptically. The most difficult questions  get asked over and over again. 
 
“Work with me, Annie. Let’s get it while the getting  is good”. Still asking that one. 
 
Sexuality. 
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